
  A psalm of Asaph 
 
 
1 God has taken his place in the divine council; 

   In the midst of gods (NIV: “gods”; NASB: rulers) he holds judgement: 

 
2  “How long will you judge unjustly  

   and show partiality to the wicked? Selah 
3 Give justice to the poor and the orphan; 

  Uphold the rights of the oppressed and the destitute. 
4 Rescue the weak and the needy; 

  Deliver them from the hand of the wicked. 

 
 
5 They (NIV: the ‘gods’) have neither knowledge nor understanding,  

   they walk around in darkness;  

   all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 
6 I say (NIV, ESV, NASB: said; CEB: hereby declare), “You are gods (NIV: ‘gods’),  

   children of the Most High, all of you;  
7 nevertheless, you shall die like mortals,  

   and fall like any prince.”  

 
8 Rise up, O God, judge the earth;  

   for all the nations belong to you (ESV, JPS: shall inherit)!  

 
   (NRSV) 
 
 
 

1. Who are the elohim? 
• Judges in Israel? 
• Kings of the nations? 
• Non-divine heavenly beings? 
• Gods of the nations? 
• Multiple referents? 

 

2. Who has no knowledge? 
• The wicked? 
• The vulnerable? 
• The elohim? 

3. What is God doing with 
    his words? 

• Issuing a verdict? 
• Drawing a 

conclusion about 
deity? 

4. What is happening with  
    the nations? 

• Possessed or inherited? 
• Reapportioned? 

  

 

 

 

ף 1       סָ֥  מִזְמ֗וֹר לְאָ֫
 

ים      �הִ֗ ב בַּעֲדַתאֱֽ ל־נִצָּ֥   אֵ֑
רֶב      יםבְּ קֶ֖ ט׃ אֱ�הִ֣  יִשְׁפֹּֽ

 
וֶל       2 י תִּשְׁפְּטוּ־עָ֑  עַד־מָתַ֥
לָה׃     ים תִּשְׂאוּ־סֶֽ שָׁעִ֗ י רְ֜  וּפְנֵ֥

ל וְיָת֑וֹם      3  שִׁפְטוּ־דַ֥
יקוּ׃     שׁ הַצְדִּֽ י וָרָ֣  עָנִ֖

ל וְאֶבְי֑וֹן       4  פַּלְּטוּ־דַ֥
ילוּ׃     ים הַצִּֽ  מִיַּ֖ד רְשָׁעִ֣

 
א      5 ֹ֤  דְע֙וּל ינוּ יָֽ א יָבִ֗ ֹ֥  ׀ וְל

כוּ      ה יִתְהַלָּ֑  בַּחֲשֵׁכָ֥
רֶץ׃     מּ֗וֹטוּ כָּל־מ֥וֹסְדֵי אָֽ  יִ֜

נִי־      6 מַרְתִּיאֲֽ ים אָ֭ ם  אֱ�הִ֣  אַתֶּ֑
ם׃      וּבְנֵ֖י עֶלְי֣וֹן כֻּלְּכֶֽ

ם תְּמוּת֑וּן       7 כֵן כְּאָדָ֣  אָ֭
ד      לוּ׃וּכְאַחַ֖ ים תִּפֹּֽ  הַשָּׂרִ֣

 
ה       8 �הִים קוּמָ֣ רֶץ אֱ֭ ה הָאָ֑   שָׁפְטָ֣
ה     י־אַתָּ֥ ל כִּֽ נְחַ֗ ם׃ תִ֜  בְּכָל־הַגּוֹיִֽ

 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


