INTERPRETATIVE PROBLEMS IN PSALM 82

ARRY A

H%" NP 2R3 098
:0BY DI0R 2R3

NPTI0IYR "NRTY?
:NP0TIRYR DOY
oinn 1-iogws
HPIRN W I
Thag) S
N oYY TR

WA K [P Ky
1200 MY
TPIR TOIO2 10T
DR DTN THT0RTIRS
10952 17w 3
PIND DIRD 1R
HhR DMWD TR

P NaY DO Appe
:0713775232 Hran nnR—3

Difficult Texts in the OT: A Workshop Approach, IBR 2023

A psalm of Asaph

! God has taken his place in the divine council;

In the midst of gods (NIV: “gods”; NASB: rulers) he holds judgement: * Kings of the nations?

e Non-divine heavenly beings?
e Gods of the nations?

e Multiple referents?

2 “How long will you judge unjustly

and show partiality to the wicked? Selah
3 Give justice to the poor and the orphan;

Uphold the rights of the oppressed and the destitute.
4 Rescue the weak and the needy;

Deliver them from the hand of the wicked.

> They (NIV: the ‘gods’) have neither knowledge nor understanding, o

they walk around in darkness;

all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

1 say (NIV, ESV, NASB: said; CEB: hereby declare), “You are gods (NIV: ‘gods’),

children of the Most High, all of you;
" nevertheless, you shall die like mortals,

and fall like any prince.”

8 Rise up, O God, judge the earth;
for all the nations belong to you (ESV, JPS: shall inherit)!

(NRSV)

1. Who are the elohim?
e Judges in Israel?

2. Who has no knowledge?
e The wicked?
e The vulnerable?
The elohim?

his words?

deity?

3. What is God doing with

e [ssuing a verdict?
e Drawing a
conclusion about

4. What is happening with
the nations?
e Possessed or inherited?
e Reapportioned?
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