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Psalm 82 
 

Brittany Kim, North Park Theological Seminary, Presiding 
 
Introduction (5 min) 
 
Part I 
 
Elizabeth H. P. Backfish, Jessup University 
Interpretive Problems in Psalm 82 (5 min) 

• Who is the “divine council” ( לאֵ־תדַעֲ , v. 1 NRSV)? 
• Who is/are the elohim in v. 1, and what is their role? Does Deut 32:8 speak to this? 
• What does it mean that the elohim die?  

 
Amy N. Allan, Wheaton College 
Can gods die? An Ancient Near Eastern Perspective on Psalm 82 (5 min) 

• What is the ancient Near Eastern background of the divine council?  
• Can gods die in the ancient Near East?  

 
Group Discussion (45 min) 
Break (5 min) 
  
Part II 
 
David Emanuel, Alliance University 
Reading Psalm 82 in Its Biblical Context (5 min) 

• How does Jesus understand and use Ps 82 in John 10:34–36? 
 

S. J. Parrott, Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich 
Theology and Ethics in Psalm 82 (5 min) 

• How are the elohim committing injustice? 
• Is God unjust in allowing the elohim to continue in their injustice?  
• How does this text speak to issues of delayed justice today? 

 
Group Discussion (45 min) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Psalm 82 
 

MT NRSV 
 ףסָאָלְ רוֹמזְמִ
  לאֵ־תדַעֲבַּ בצָּנִ םיהִלֹאֱ
  ׃טפֹּשְׁיִ םיהִלֹאֱ ברֶקֶבְּ

  לוֶעָ־וּטפְּשְׁתִּ יתַמָ־דעַ 2
  ׃הלָסֶ־וּאשְׂתִּ םיעִשָׁרְ ינֵפְוּ

  םוֹתיָוְ לדַ־וּטפְשִׁ 3
  ׃וּקידִּצְהַ שׁרָוָ ינִעָ

  ןוֹיבְאֶוְ לדַ־וּטלְּפַּ 4
  ׃וּליצִּהַ םיעִשָׁרְ דיַּמִ

  וּניבִיָ אֹלוְ וּעדְיָ אֹל 5
  וּכלָּהַתְיִ הכָשֵׁחֲבַּ
  ׃ץרֶאָ ידֵסְוֹמ־לכָּ וּטוֹמּיִ

  םתֶּאַ םיהִלֹאֱ יתִּרְמַאָ־ינִאֲ 6
  ׃םכֶלְּכֻּ ןוֹילְעֶ ינֵבְוּ

  ןוּתוּמתְּ םדָאָכְּ ןכֵאָ 7
  ׃וּלפֹּתִּ םירִשָּׂהַ דחַאַכְוּ

  ץרֶאָהָ הטָפְשָׁ םיהִלֹאֱ המָוּק 8
 ׃םיִוֹגּהַ־לכָבְּ לחַנְתִ התָּאַ־יכִּ

A psalm of Asaph 
God presides in the great assembly; 
    he renders judgment among the “gods”: 
2 “How long will you defend the unjust 
    and show partiality to the wicked?  
3 Defend the weak and the fatherless; 
    uphold the cause of the poor and the oppressed. 
4 Rescue the weak and the needy; 
    deliver them from the hand of the wicked. 
5 “The ‘gods’ know nothing, they understand nothing. 
    They walk about in darkness; 
    all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 
6 “I said, ‘You are “gods”; 
    you are all sons of the Most High.’ 
7 But you will die like mere mortals; 
    you will fall like every other ruler.” 
8 Rise up, O God, judge the earth, 
    for all the nations are your inheritance. 
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